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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Recular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 


kublishers are authorized to reprint material appearing herein,except that 
portion of the News Letter beginning with Notes from the Fields. 
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WAS THERE AN ADVANCED CULTURE IN THE SOUTHWEST? 
By end Lieut. Minton W, Kaye, Air Corps. 


AX ¢. George Palmer, an Army aviator during the World War, operated a 
>? flying field at Blythe, Calif., and also a field at Las Vegas, Nevada. 
SZ: Mr. Palmer frequently made trips between these two fields, and on 


one of these trips happened to see fashioned upon the level top of a 
mesa the giant figure of a man. This was in the summer time, and temperatures 
frequently crack the thermometer at 132 degrees around Blythe ~ and this was no 
cool day. As Aviator Palmer had no great faith in his motor, he did not venture 
too close to these figures, but made a note to come back at some future date and 
make a more detailed study of them. At a later date he did return, and while 
flying the plane himself took pictures with a small hand camera. 
ail j — Times were hard in Blythe with the dropping off in prices 
a! of farm commodities. Palmer had to give up his field at 
a \ Blythe. While in Los Angeles on his way north, he stopped in 
\ to report his find to the Los Angeles County Museum. Here he 
\ encountered Mr. Arthur Woodward, curator of Histiéfy for the 
ae Museum. Mr. Woodward could see from the faint snapshots that 
i \ the figures were, if authentic, of important archelogical 
> value and "itched" to make a close inspection. Remembering 
that the Air Corps had in past times cooperated with scientif- 
ic sociéties in the discovery and recording of archelogical’ material, Mr.Arthur 
Woodward and Dr. Charles Van Bergan, also of the Museum, visited March Field and 
requested aid from Lieut.-Colonel H.H. Arnold. ‘The author of this article was 
called in and the pictures taken by Palmer presented to him with the query:"What 
do you make of these?" Faint as the photographs were, I made the remark that 
they were probably pictographs of markings of Indian origin and that their locae. 
tion was somewhere between Blythe and Needles, Calif., on the west bank of the 
Colorado. Upon closer inspection, the Colorado could be faintly seen in the 
horizon of the picture. 

An inspection of a map of southeastern California showed an expanse of 
desert more than one hundred miles in length in which somewhere these figures 
were hid#en. Upon asking where Mr. Palmer was at this time I was told that he 
had last been heard from somewhere in the San Joaquin Valley, but could not be 
located. One small clue, however, had been given that the figures were near the 
intake of the Canal system of the Palo Verde water district. With this small 
amount of data to work upon, a plan was worked out whereby an airplane party was 
to go out and make a reconnaissance of the territory between Blythe and Needles, 
while a ground party was to proceed to the Airport at Blythe and await news. If 
the figures were located, the airplane party was to photograph them and make 
notes as to the feasibility of bringing in a ground party by automobile. 

The ground party departed on Sunday afternoon, while the airplane party con- 
templated departing on Monday morning as early as possible. On Monday, the 
weather turned decidedly bad and remained that way for the better part of a week, 
making flying dangerous if not almost impossible. The ground party in the mean- 
time had made an inquiry around Blythe concerning any large figures in the local- 
ity and had met with no success. As developments later turned out, it had ap- 
proached the location within approximately one mile and inquired at a cattle ranch 
if there was knowledge of any large figures cut in the earth by the Indians. All 
inquiries were answered in the negative. Within several days the storm that had 
kept me on the ground at March Field had moved eastward and softened the field at 
Blythe to such an extent that Mr. Woodward and Dr. Van Bergan decided that it 
would be unsafe to allow me to come on. It was then decided to abandon the 
search and come out again at a later date. 

In the meantime, Mr. Palmer had been contacted and another expedition was 
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planned. Wr. Falmer stated to me that the figures, as he remembered, were not 
far from the Cenal intake, so I plotted a course from March Field through the 
San Gorsonio Pass and then directly to the Colorado River at a point twenty miles 
above Blythe. It was the plan to then fly up the river to Needles, and if luck 
had not been with me, to vack track to Hythe and await the arrival of Mr. 
Woodward, Dr. Yan Bergan and Mr. Palmer to obtain more detailed information, 
which I would more readily understand after having familiarized myself with the 
country. With the failure of the first attempt, it was agreed upnon that the 
ground party should not start until the airplane party had cleared the field. 
Upon taixing off, a storm could be seen brewing in the north side of San Gorgonio 
Pass, and I had some doubts whether or not this attempt was to prove successful, 
The storm increased in violence as I aynoroached it, but I was just able to 
soueeze through before it closed in right dom to the ground. The ground party 
reached the pass about one half hour after I did, and reported to me later that 
the storm was so violent that they almost had to use their lights, so completely 
had the clouds aid rain blanketed out the sun. 

While flyin; across the desert, I was overiwelmed by the futility of finding 
anything in this great expanse o2 rock and sand, but being all fired up with en- 
thusiasm of finding records of peoples long since passed I kept searching each 
mesa, mountain range and sand wash, hoving that I would see and imagining that I 
saw caves and burial mounds. Upon avproaching the Colorado River, that snake- 
like sea of mud and water that for countless ages has been sweeping down to the 
Gulf our mountains of Utah and Colorado, and cutting that stupendous crevice 
known as the grand Canyon, I was still filled with the doubts that had assailed 
me while crossing the sand and rock wastes of the desert. 

Lady luck was riding with me, however, for I hed hardly made one turn to 
look the country over when I discovered directly below me an immense man stretch- 
ed out upon the brown roof of a mesa as though he were taking a sun bath or 
gazing up toward his Meker. And what a thrill I got! Words can hardly express 
my emotion wyon seeing this thing too stupendous to have ever been conceived and 
built by modern man; for modern man would hardly spend the effort to construct 
such as this way out at the end of nowhere. Uwvon the discovery‘of the large 


figure, I began circling, losing altitude and studying the figure. So intent was’? 


I that I did not see that there were other figures forming a triangle with a base 
'of about one-half mile. Technical Sergeant Stephen McAlko, my photograyher, mo-: 
tioned to me to look to one side, where I saw another figure of a man and then 
still another. I noticed also that there were fisures of animals and of snakes. 

I fairly "itched" to get down and make a closer inspection of these eerie 
moneters. 

Remembering my instructions, I then made a mental note of the surrounding 
terrain and began searching for a road leading into this country. I noted that 
the figures were on mesa=like country with washes sweeping dowm from the not cis- 
tant mountain in bet«een., After a search I found a road which ended not more 
than a mile from ile figures, built by the Metropolitan Water District. I also 
noted that the fi:"v ss were.on the third mesa from the south end of the exneri- 
mental infiltraticn canal built by the water district. With this in mind I head- 
ed south for Blythe, as it was a bit ton late in the afternoon for good photo- 
@raphic lisht. After landing at the emergency field of the American Airways, I 
engaged the radio operator in conversation and learned of the anxious hours of 
waiting that Woodward and Van Bergan had pit in several weeks previous. It be- 
fell my turn at waiting,for the ground party had over 200 miles of pavement, oil, 
sand and dirt road to travel before they could arrive and take us into town. 
on ype did arrive well after daric and plied mé with questions, ‘What were they 

ike? How large were they? How many were theré? ‘hat were they made of? and 
questions on end as only an archeologist can ask them. My reply was: "Gentlemen, 
you will have to see them yourself. I'm hungry." 


The torm of Blythe was all astir.for a mixed party of ethnologists, archeolo- 


gists and aviators had never crossed their horizon before. ‘We were curious to be 
sure, and were treated as such. It developed that the prior visit of Messrs. 
Woodward and Van Bergan had stirred up considerable enthusiasm ‘and interest, and 
searching parties had gone out, acting upon the meaer ‘information that we had. 


One party had found the figures and had dug up some pottery near the £ figures which 


luckily had been turned over to the Chamber of Commerce. 
After a good night's rest, we set out early to make our ground. inspection. 
By following the mental road map I had made, we drove the 18 miles out to the 1lo- 
cality and soon topped the mesa and came upon the first of the thrée groups. I 
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got a thrill out of this, tut it was nothing to be conmmared with the thrill I got 
uvon first seeing; the figures. There was some wild scampering avout, though, to 
find the other two grouns of figures until the scientists tossed in their wet 
blanket of colc calculation and got out tape measure, pad and pencil and began to 
go to work. 

The groun of figures comprises three sub-groups. One figure stands alone 
and must be classed as a group. Another group consists of the figure of a man, 

a long-lesged, long-tailed animal and a coiled snake-like figure. Still another 
group consists of a man stepping into or perchance stepping out of a large 
circle, an animal with lon; legs and tail and a coiled snake-like figure. They 
lie upon the mesa surface which is noticeably flat and level in positions that 
make them most imperceptible from a ground observer gazing not across the valley 
or toward some cistant mountain, but up toward the heavens. 

A great portion of the western deserts are meade up oi mountains with broad 
plains weeping dowm from their lower reaches to the sand washes through which dry 
streams Wind and cut their way to the innumerable dry lake beds dotting the 
desert floor. During the greater portion of time, the deserts are dry wastes, but 
frequent cloudoursts and violent rainstorms dump great quantities of water upon 
their mountains and mesas at which time the canyons and washes are raging tor- 
rents for a while. Anyone who has witnessed one of these freshets and observed 
the country fairly swim, the washes raging torrents with water sweeping large 
boulders down the slopes, churning and clinking them together, does not wonder 
for long from where the forces come that have caused the tremendous erosion of 
such places as tne Grand Canyon. ‘These broad plains are so gradual in slope 
that the tops of them are almost level and one can drive a car for miles follow 
ing the tops without the aid of a road bed. For the lack of a better name I 
have called them mesas. 

The mesas along this part of the Colorado River are formed of gravelior the 
most part light in color. fThe larger rocks forming this gravel are chiefly oval 
and flat in shape. ‘The intermittent rains have washed the finer gravel and sand 
away, leaving only the larger rocks of from one to four inches in size ex osed. 
Water, wind and sun have eroded and polished these rocks whose texture is lignt 
grey, blue or pink in color, until they have attained a high polish and acmiired 
a color as thougi fried in deep fat. ‘the brownish chocolate appearance of so 
much of our western deserts is due to this so called "desert varnish." Inquiries 
have been made as to the length oz time necessary for this patina to form upon 
a rock. Some geologists estimated fifty years, and some say many hundreds of 
years. ‘There is, however, in northwestern Arizona, a mine, high upon the side of 
a mountain, composed of lizht colored rock which has acouired such a great de- 
posit of this patina that the mountain appears as though composed of black vol- 
canic slag. The roadwaysup to the mine and the mine dump were built in the 
eighties and have not acquired this patina and anvear as great yellowish scars 
upon the face of the mountain. From this I would deduce that it takes rundreds 
of years for the "desert varnish" to form. , 

The figures are formed by the scraping of the surface rocks avay from the 
central portion out into wind-rows around the peripheries of the figures. This 
leaves the light tannish colored sand exposed, which give the figures their creat 
contrasts in color. In forming these figures it would have been necessary to re- 
move rocks that had acquired this patina upon their exposea surface and place 
them upon the wind-rows around the edges. In doing this, it hardly seems possible 
that the makers would have taken pains to see that only the polished surfaces 
were exposed, And yet all of the rocks forming these wind-rows have acquired 
this polish which ledds one to believe that the figures have been constructed 
long enough for all of te rocks therein to acquire the chocolate polish. Only 
the figures of the men and animals have been formed by the intaglio process. The 
Snakemlike figures and the large circle have been formed by the beating dovn into 
& smoota polished surface of the surface rock. ‘The surfaces of these figures 
are, in fact, so smooth that a game of marbles could be played thereon with fair 
success, 

These large figures have been termed as Dictographs, which is slightly in 
error. Nor are they petroglyphs. Pictographs are representations or figures 
painted wpon some surface, while petroglyphs are symbols carved in or on some 
substance. As the large figures on the west bank of the Colorado are neither 
Painted nor carved, in the strict sense of the word, they are neither pictographs 
nor petroglyphs, but for the ladkc of a better term I shall cali them petrozlyphs.- 
Two of the figures of men have head dresses, consisting of wavy lines emanating 
from either side of the head. ‘These lines are six in number and were: formed by 


the beating dovm of the surface pebbles into smooth surfaces. 
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The figures of men range in size from 167 feet from head to toe with an i 
arm spread of 74 feet to the smallest figure, the length of which is 95 feet. 

The torsos measure from 17 to 25 feet. Each man has an excellent representation 
of the mammary glands, constructed of pebbles heaped to form a triangular shaped 
mound. Breasts, eyes, nose and mouth were formed in proper place by placing lar. 
ger rocks of a texture which would not acquire "desert varnish," brought froma | 
nearby wash. Hach man had five fingers on each hand and five toes on each foot, | 
The knee .and elbow joints were accentuated oddly as though the models from which | 
the figures were taken were afflicted with rickets in youth. The heads seem too 
small for the body while the neck appears to be much too long. 

It is the ovinion of the author that these figures, undoubtedly of Indian 
origin, are ceremonial in their nature. This is borne out by the fact that they 
are placed upon a level mesa top and hardly discernible from the surface, look~ 
ing up toward that mystic void called Heaven. If they had been made for other 
purposes they would have been placed upon a slope or cliff to be seen froma 
great distance. On top of the mesa they can be viewod in their correct persvec- 
tive only from above, by the gods or, perchance, as in these modern days, by a 
passing aviator. 

The pottery taken from one of the locations proved to be a broken vessel 
made up of paddle beaten pottery, similar in culture to that brought into this 
district from the Gila River by the Hohokam tribe about 500 A.D. The fact that 
the pottery was broken is significant, in that it points toward a faint clue as 
to the age of these petroglyphs. Indians are of a superstitious nature, and 
things they cannot understand immediately are attributed to the gods. Now when an | 
Indian comes across anything he cannot understand, he makes an offering, consist- 
ing of something of value to himself. In this case probably a poor Indian — and 
the Indians that inhabited thém district were poor - came upon these figures and, 
not being able to understand them and having no legend concerning them, made an 
offering to his gods. In this case, being a poor Indian, he offered up a broken 
bowl. If he had been a wealthy Indian he might have offered up a spear point, 
knife or whole bowl. This particular bowl was made up of what is know as thin 
pottery, which pottery has not been made for over 80 years. This places the age 
at over 80 years. 

There seems to be a connection between these petroglyphs and the MysticIndian 
Maze near Needles, Calif. ‘This maze is made up of wind-rows of rock scraped from 
the surface rock of the foothills on the west bank of the Colorado at the point 
where the River shoots down through the gorge below "the Needles." Upon question- | 
ing some of the old-timers at Needles, we found that there was a large figure of 
aman in conjunction with this maze which had been destroyed by the railroad when 
the Santa Fe was put through. ‘The maze is 80 miles north of the Fetroglyphs near 
Blythe. If it can be attributed to the same people, this tends to prove that an 
extensive nation at one time lived and thrived in this region. The maze is in it- 
self a titanic piece of work, and consists of these wind-rows of rock not more 
than six feet apart covering an area almost one mile square. 

It was renorted that there is a large figure, similar to the Blythe petro- 
élyphs, on a mesa in the Gila country in Arizona. There is a legend handed dom 
through the tribe and is know by the Indians in the Gila country today. ‘The 
legend runs that Had&k (HAAK), a legendary canabalistic creature, was destroying 
many of the ancient Indians. A culture Hero, however, drove HAAK from one portion 
of the Pima country and, enroute to the mountains, this monster lay dorm for the 
night on a spot against the foothills, five miles north of the present Indian tom 
of Sacaton on the Gila River. Where the monster rested, the large figure of a man 
was made in memory of the warriors carried away. This figure was made by scraping 
away the surface pebbles similar to that method used on the pétroglyphs in the 
Colorado Mesas. This huge outline was termed "HAAK-VAAK" or HAAK lying down. ‘his 
spot is a Pima shrine where offerings are made to this day. What these petro- 
glyphs are, who constructed them and for what purposes are questions impossible to 
answer. The clues are too few and indistinct. It rests with archeologists to tie 
them in piece by piece to something of know origin and date. This is a stupendous 
task in this western country of great expanses. ‘The archeologist on foot is prac- 
tically helpless. In the air his horizon is extended many thousand fold. 


It behooves us when flying cross-country to keep our eyes open for such fig- 
ures as those on the Colorado. Figures of men, burial mounds, lost tow sites,and 
ildings gone back to nature are difficult to find from the ground but loom up in 
a stertling manner when viewed from the air. And then it is something interesting 
to do to s dy ininutely the terrain one is passing over. With the popularity of 
flying increasing daily, it won't be long before more data is brought in and these 
monsters of the Colorado will not be as much a mystery as they are today. 
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ARMY-NAVY STANDARDS CONFERENCE 


HE eighth annual Army-Navy Standards Conference was held at Wright Field, 
Dayton, O., Sept. leth to 16th. The purpose of this conference is the 
standardization of aircraft parts, materials, equipment, and test methods 
used by the Army and Navy, with e view to avoiding duplication of work by 

the two services and the elimination of consequent expense of such dupli- 
cation to the Goverament. 

Manufacturers also take part in these conferences, and for them, through the 
agreements and understandings arrived at, it means a reduction of the number of 
jigs, dies and fixtures necessary for the articles and materials supplied. ‘The 
conferences are held onc each year alternately at Wright Field and the Naval 
Aircraft Factory. Notable progress was accomplishea through the eight years of 
this cooperation. All through the year the standardization sub-conmittees of 
the separate services are at work, each in its om service, determining upon its 
om desired standards. These are presented for the acceptance of both services 
and for the comments of manufacturers at these meetings. 

Major C.W. Howard, Chief of Ingineering, Materiel Division, was in charge 
of the conference, assisted by Lt. D.G. Lingle and 3B.F. Senart. Other Materiel 
Division committees were represented by: Aircraft, Capt. J.G. Taylor and J.A. 
Roche; #lectrical, Capt. D.L. Bruner, James Herr and E.R. Geisman; Materials, 
J.B. Jonnson, G.P, Young, M.R. Waitmore and Charles Cleary; Fower Plant, Capt. 
Clements Mcifullen, Lt. D.W. Watkins, Opie Chenowith, F.W. Heckert and &. B. 
Brelsford; Propellers, Lt. 0.R. Cook and D.A. Dickey; Standard Parts, E.C. DuVal 
and J.L. Yost. 

Lieut.-Commander R.S. Barnaby was in charge of the Navy committee, assisted 
by Lt. A. Sousek, Lt. G.A. Seitz, It. E.R. Waller, Lt. 0.17. Smith, Lt. M.N. 
Kindell, C.L. Seward, B.H. Grant, R.S. Milne, G.P. Toews, H.J. Huester, C.S. 
Fliedner ana J. Hardecker. All Navy members were from the Bureau of Aeronautits, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dr. W.G. Brombacher from the Bureau of Standards attended. Mr. C.H. Helms 
represented the llational Advisory Committee for Aeronautics and Mr. 5.W. 
Crosthwaite the Department of Commerce. Representatives of more than fifty man- 
ufacturing concerns from all over the country were present. 
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MARCH FIELD TO EXEIBIT AT LOS ANGELES COUNTY FAIR 


The Los Angeles Courty Fair, held at Forona, Calif., famous for its unique 
and wonderful display of every know cratt as well as of agricultural products, 
has extended an invitation to March Field for an exhibition of aeronautical 
equipment similar to that showm at the Riverside County Fair in past years, which 
has attracted wide attention anu mich favorable comment. As the attendance at 
this fair exceeds over a quarter of a million, and reservation for the March 
Field Exhibit was made in a very prominent place, an elaborate display is being 
planned pending receipt of War Department authority. A Boeing Pursuit plane, 
radio equijyed, with machine guns and bombs mounted, will ve the feature display. 
Among the other features exhibited will be included the folloving Air Corps 
equipment: an open parachute, oxygen apparatus, camera and photographic display, 
several types of bombs and the new winter flying equipment. 

-~-000-~= 


GOOD WILL AVIATORS INSPECT RANDOLPH 


Capts. A.B. Strickland, James A. Mollison and Lt. David M. Schlatter, of 
Randolph Field, escorted three Cuban Army "Good Will" flyers from Brownsville, 
Texas, to Randolih Field, © . The visitors made a tour of the various Arny 
posts in the vicinity of San Antonio. Members of the "Good Will" Flight were 
Captain Mario Terres, Executive Officer of the Cuban Air Corps; Lieuts. Pablo 
Alonzo and Rodolfo Herrera, members. of a Cuban Pursuit squadron, and their 
mechanics. They flew Vought-Corsair airnlanes. Following an inspection tour 
of Randolph Field, they were the guests of Brigadier-General Charles Danforth, 
Commanding; General of the Air Corps Training Center. Several days later they 
visited Major~General Edivin B. Winans, Commanding General of the Third Army, 
with headquarters at Fort Sam Houston, and toured that post. 

The "Good Will" flyers departed on the morning of Sept. 24th for Dallas, 
where they refueled while enroute to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. They planned to 
visit Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and Washington, D.C., before returning to Cuba. 

--~000---~ 


, Three members of the Military Affairs Committee, House of Representatives, 
arrived by airplane at Randolph Field for an inspection of the Army posts in the 
vicinity of San Antonio. ‘They were the Hon. John A. McSwain, of South Carolina. 
Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee; the Hon. Jack Johnson, of Oklahom 
and the Hon. John N. Sandlin, of Louisiana. Lieut. Harry A. Halverson flew the 
airplane in which these Representatives are making the trip. 
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SELFRIDGE FIELD TO SAN DIEGO IN 15 HOURS 


Conducting a combined avigation training and equipment test es oot a forma. | 


tion of six Berliner-Joyce (P-16) two-seater Pursuit planes ef the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron, lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., recently completed a flight 
to and from the West Coast. Cant. A.B. Ballard commanded the flight. The other 
pilots were Lieuts. O'Donnell, Warburton, Tellman, McCoy and Blanchard. 

Leaving Selfridge Field at 4:00 a.m., Sept. 16th, the flight arrived at 


Rockwell Field, San Diego, Calif., 18 hours and 15 minutes later, with a total of | 


15 hours! flying time. Stops for gasoline were made at Scott Field, Belleville, 
Ill.; Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.; Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas, and Tucson, Ariz, 
On the return trip, which beg@a Sept. 18th, the flight spent the night at 
El Paso and returned to Selfridge Field the following day. On the last leg from 
Scott Field to Selfridge Field, the 470 miles were covered in two hours and 30 
minutes, an average speed of about 183 miles per hour. ‘The air line distance 
through the refueling stops is 2,150 miles from Selfridge to Rockwell Field. 


~--~000--— 
20TH SQUADRON INSPECTS PRATT AND WHITNEY FLANT AT HARTFORD 


Capt. Robert T. Crcenau, Commanding Officer of the 20th Bombardment Squadron, 
Langley Field, Va., led a flight of 8 Keystone Bombers, manned oy 15 officers and 
ee enlisted men, to Hartford, Conn., where a visit was paid the Pratt and ‘Thitney 
Motor Plant. Enroute to Mitchel Field, which was to have been the first stop of 
the Squadron, the flight encountered a heavy fog in the vicinity of the Maryland 
Eastern Shore, and the landing was made at the excellent airdrome at Princess 
Anne, Md., where the Squadron had spent two weeks on Air Corps maneuvers during 
the month of June. After 24 hours, the leading plane managed to get a weather 
report by radio to the effect that the fog was lifting, and the flight took off 
again and headed for Mitchel Field. On Long Island, a thick haze was encountered 
and the visibility was limited to about 300 yards. Some “circling around" had to 
be done before Mitchel Field was picked up. After landing, it was too late, also 
too fogey, to proceed on to Hartford, and the flight remained overnight at Mitchel, 

On Sept. 24th, the Squadron took off again, landing at East Hampton, the 
final destination. An inspection of the Pratt and Whitney Motor Plant was made 
by the Squadron personnel, which proved unusuaily interesting and educational. 
The Company entertained the Squadron at a very enjoyable luncheon. Upon comple- 
tion of the inspection, the flight headed back to Mitchel Field,where the night 
was spent,and returned to Langley Field the following morning. 

---000--— 


MODEL AIRPLANZ CONTEST AT MARCE FIELD 


More than 100 youngsters from all sections ox Southern California congreZat- 
ed at Narch Field, Riverside, Calif., on Sept. 22nd, for a model airplane contest, 


held under the auspices of the Riverside Model Aizplane Club. ‘The contest was di- 


vided into speed, curation and novelty classes. The speed contest was won by 
Thomas Scully, whose entry flashed the official distance, 76 feet, in 1.20 
seconds, a speed of over 43 miles per hour. Casualties in the speed contest were 
extremely high. Youthful builders spent weeks building a single model, correct 
in every detail, only to see it crash the first time it was sent into the air. 
Some of the planes, however, stood the battering and came back into the contest 
for second and sometimes third trials. 

John Berg, of Los Angeles, won the duration contest by a time of 15 minutes 
and 38 seconds. One plane, which attracted wide attention in the novelty contest, 
carried a paraciute which it released while moving along under the vower of its 
"rubber band" motor. ‘The tension of the power rubber, as it unwound, vermitted 
a rubber band, which controlled the parachute trap pin, to tighten, and as it 
dic so, the pin which held the door shut was witharawm and a little parachute 
with a 10-inch spread was released. Another plane laid a smoke screen. ‘the 
smoke maker was in the nature of a firecracker. It was attached to the bottom of 
the plane and the fuze was lighted before the plane was launched. 

Second Lieut. James M. Treoweek was in charge of arrangements and judging of 
the contest, and later presented the trophies and awards to the successful en- 
trants at one of the Riverside theatres. 


---000--- 


__, ,second Lieut. Winslow C. Morse won for the 95th Pursuit Souadron, March 
Field, Calif., its second consecutive victory at the National Gunnery Matches at 


Langley Field, Va. last year's representative of the Squadron was 2nd Lieut. D.D. 


Graves, who started a tradition of victories which the 95th Squadron believes it 
Can maintain. Lieuts. J.H. Bundy and Joe i. Loutzenheiser took second and fourth 
Places, ee as for March Field. The 7th Bombardment Group of March Field 
was <ctnaggg oe by Lieuts. Shelly and Simmons, who took second place in the »omb- 
ing matches; Captain H.D. Smith and Lieut. B. Walsh, who took fourth place, and 
end Lieuts. Farman and Mills who took fifth place. 


~405- y-6344, A.C, 


ed 
to 
$0 
el, 


rn 


eve VS NOS 


of 

















Me: 


Bab, F Lager 








THS MACHINE GUN AND BOMBING MATCHES OF 1932 
By the Langley Field Corresvondent 


The 1932 matches held at Langley Field, Va., ninth of a series of annual 
events inaugurated in 1924, were completed here on September 14th, with hichest 
scores yet attained in this annual Air Corps classic. Only three days were re- 
qgiirea to brin;; the events to a close. Excellent weather, as well as the facil- 
ities afforded by the use of the nev high altitude bomvin, range and gunnery 
ranze at Flum Tree Island, made it »ossible to terminate the matches in this 
very short time. These ranges were acquired ten years ago, but were only re- 
cently develoved and put to the use for which originally obtained. 

Bombardment, Pursuit, Attack and Observation Scuadrous from nearly all Air 
Corps stations within the United States were renvresented in the Matches by 
pilots or observers who had proven their superb merksmanship in the record prac- 
tice conducted at their respective stations. Forty-two contestants were entered 
from Langley, Selfridge, March, Scott, Mitchel, Mather, Crissy and Brooks Fields 
and Fort Crockett. The results of the matches indicate, in a final analysis, 
marked improvement over the scores of previous years, except in the Bombers! 
match the contrast was not as great. The comparison tends to reflect the in- 
provement in the tactical training and efficiency of the units represeited. ‘he 
matches this year, as in recent years, were classified as Match I, Pursuit 
Pilots; Match II, Attack and Observation Pilots; Match III, Observers, and liatch 
IV, Bombers. In the first stage of competition, excellent scores were reported 
by two of the three Langley Field teams entered. These two teams comprised 
Captain Eugene L. Eubank, pilot, and lst Lieut. Charles 7. O'Connor, bomber, and 
end Lieut. Wm. 3. Offutt, pilot, and 2nd Lieut. Joseph J. Ladd, bomber. ‘the for- 
mer team finished the event ot the day with a score of 980 out of a possible 
1,000 points. The latter team trailed one point bellind with a score of 979. 

The March Field team, consisting of Lieuts.Shelly and Simmons, finished a 
close third in this event of vombing from 8,000 feet altitude. In the final analy- 
Sis of the bombing match, the positions were somewhat reversed as a result of the 
bombing from 5,000 feet. In changing positions, Lieuts.Offutt and Ladd became 
winners of the match with a score of 1932. The larch Field team from the Pacific 
Coast, as runners-up, finished with a score of 1920, while the Iubank-0O! Connor 
team finished third with 1872 points. This last team, however, set a record for 
other bombers to shoot at, in one phase mking a perfect score on a string of 
five bombs dropped from 5,000 feet - knomm in metch parlance as Fhase I of 
Event VI. 

In Match III, Captain William B. Mayer, of Erooks Field, led a field of ten 
Observation pilots in the first day's firing with a score of 735 points, but fin- 
ished in third place on the last day. Lieut. P.D. Jacques, of the 99th Observa- 
tion Squadron, Mitchel Field, won this match with a score of 1024 points, second 
place goinrs to-Lieut. J.M. Thompson, of the 88th Obdservation Squadron, Brooks 
Field, with a score of 976 points. 

Second Lieut. R.O. Cork, 5th Observation Squadron, Mitchel Field, set the 
pace in the lov-altitude competition of Match II on the opening day by scoring 
198 out of a possible 250 points. Lieut. Charles G. Goodrich, likewise from the 
Sth Observation Squadron, trailed second with a score of 197 points, but took the 
lead on the last day to capture the Observation and Attack Pilots' match, com- 
Pleting the course with a total score of 962 out of a possible 1750 »oints. 
Lieut. W.W. Messmore, of Brooks Field, one of the early leaders in this match, 
dropped to sixth place, meeting his waterloo in the finals. 

Of the est Coast entrants from March Field, Lieut. W.C. Morse, 96th Pursuit 
Scuadron, carried off the laprels in the Fursuit Pilots! matches over a field of 
Nine entrants, with a score of 101-: points out of a possible 1750. Second place 
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went to end Lieut. J.H. Bundy, of the 17th Pursuit Group, with a score of 970 
points, while third place went to Lieut. M.J. Coutlee, 80th Service Squadron, 
Mather Field, vho finished with 867 points. The Westerners carried away all 
honors in this Pursuit gunnery classic. 

It is interesting to note the imsrovement made in scores this year over 
those of the 1931 matches. In comparing the results, an analysis will be made, 


starting with Match No. I. In the Pursuit Pilots' match, Lieut. W.C. Morse, wity| 


a score of 1014, captured this year's honors, his marix being well over that of 


Lieut. D.D. Graves, of Rockwell Field, who was the winner last year with a Score | 
of 849.5. Lieuts. Bundy and Coutlee, in finishing second and third with resnecq| 


ive scores of 970 and 867, exceeded last year's winning mark of 849.5. 

In Match II, Lieut. Goodrich, with his score of 962 in the Observation and | 
Attack Pilots! match, exceeded last year's winning score by Lieut. Irving R. 
Selby, of Scott Field (671.8) by a consideratle margin. Of the eleven entrants 
in this year's match, the first six finished with scores higher than did last 
year's winner. Lieut. Meisenholder, who placed seveath, was within two points 
of the score made by Lieut. Selby last year. Lieut. Goodrich's score showed an 
increase of 45% over last year's score. 

In Match III, Lieut. Jacques headed a growp of ten contestants for Obser- 
vers honors, finishins with a total score of 10¢4 points, as compared with Lieut 
Jonn K. Poole's score of 657.7, made in the 19°) matches. ‘This was an increase 
of 56% over the winnei‘s score in the 1921 matches. The first seven entrants 
this year finished with scores well above that of last year's vinner. 

In Match IV, the Eombers gained only 38 »oints over the winner of last year, 
Lieut. Burnside, as Eomver, won this event in 1951 with 1394 points. ‘The yper- 
centage increase is only two, tut as the vossible score is 2,000 points, it can 
be readily seen that any more marked improvement vould obvicusly necessitate in- 
creasing the competitive score requirements for this match. 

Under the rules cf the Matches, five winners in the various contests are 
eligible for the Distinguished Aerial Bomber and the Distinsuished Aerial Gunner 
ratings. These ratings will be avarded to Lieut. Morse, winner of the Fursuit 
Pilots! Match; Lieut. Goodrich, winner of the Cbservetion end Attack Pilots! 
Match; Lieut. Jacoues, ne of the Observers! Match, and to Licuts. Offutt ani 
Ladd, winners of the Bombers! Match. 

Mitchel Field may well * proud of havinz: von two of the four matches, the 
remainin; two having heen divided between the West Coast entrents froin March 
Ficid and the Hast Coas’ entrants from Langley Fiela. 

Captain A.M. Guicsra “inctioned as Executive Officer. He vas assisted bya 
staff of some tventy odd —— of Langley Field, asong whom vere Captains T.E. 
Reid, Operations Officer; L.A. Larson, Statistical Officer; P. Melville, Range 
Officer; J.A. Wheeler, eelieie lb Officer; M. McO ne, Fngineerins Officer, lst 
Lieut. J.C. Hodgson, Adjutant, and their resnective assistants. 

As stated by the Langley Field Corresvondent, the Annual Machine Gun and 
Bombing Matches were started at thot field in the year 1924. As a matter of ir 
terest as well as reference, it may te well to record the wiiners of the various 
events constituting the Matches from year to year, as well as the scores. ‘This 
information is tabulated below, viz: 























1924 
Macaine Gun Firing: Combined Fixed 
Individual Individual and Flexibie 
Fixed Gun Flexiole Gun Guns Total Agsregai 
Targets Tarcets Targets — 
Ground Tow -:Fixed Tow Ground Tow 
lst Lt. W.R. Carter* ~ S61 284 439 883 204 1189 6094 
lst Lt. H.C. Minter** 5312 250 105 $19 143 
Bombing: Score 5,000 ft. Score 3,000 fi. Total 
end Lt. Harry J. Brady, Bomber 765 745 1510 
end Lt. John A. Collins, Pilot 
1925 
Pursuit Pilots' Match; Indivicual Fixed Gn  Incividual Fixed Gua Total 
m. Ground Target Tow Target 
2nd Lt. R.W. Douglass 560 177 737 


* Pilot, ** Bomber. -407- . V-6344, AA 


‘i —s 


th... 


1h 


a ee 


Ke 


le, 
‘ith | 
rt | 
re | 
ECE 


nd | 


its 


year, 
can 
in- 
nner 
it 

and 
the 
by 2 


VE. 
ge 


in- 
Lous 
This 


ov 


1925 (Continued) — 





how Altitude Bombing: 
lst Lieut. H. G. Crocker - Score 115. 









































Attack and Observation Pilots: Individual Combined Fixed and 
Fixed Gun Flexiodle Guns 
Targets Targets Total Score 
Ground Tow Ground Tow 
lst Lieut. W. B. Carter 441 221 426 612 1700 
Attack and Observation Observers: Individual Combined Fixed and 
Flexible Guns Ylexible Guns 
Targets Targets Total Score 
Ground Tow Ground Tow 
lst Lt. J. T. Curry 108 460 425 612 1605 
FURSUIT PILOTS! MATCH 
Year Winner Possible | Actual Score 
1926 2ad Lieut. L. M. Merrick 1525 730 
1927 Captain H. M. Elmendorf 1525 902.1 
1928 end Lieut. J. J. Williams 1525 765.4 
1929 1st Lieut. Charles G. Pearcy 1600 775.7 
1930 end Lieut. A.T. Johnson 1750 807.8 
1931 end Lieut. D.D. Graves 1550 849.5 
1932 2nd Lieut. Winslow C. Morse 1750 1014. 
OBSERVATION AND ATTACK PILOTS! MATCH 
1926 end Lieut. E.E. Partridge 1525 646. 
1927 end Lieut. E.E. Partridge 1525 656.6 
1928 2nd Lieut. E.E. Partridge 1525 627.8 
1929 2nd Lieut. E.A. Sanborn 1600 902.5 
1930 2nd Lieut. J.W. Sessums 1750 803,9 
1931 end Lieut. Irving R. Selby 1650 671.8 
1932 end Lieut. Charles G. Goodrich 1750 962. 
OBSERVERS! MATCH 
1926 2nd Lieut. H.C. King 1164 197. 
1927 lst Lieut. James E. Parker 1164 2538. 
1928 lst Lieut. 0. J. Bushey 1067 175.5 
1929 2nd Lieut. J.N. Jones 1940 594. 
1930 lst Licut. C.W. Lawrence 1940 678. 
1931 end Lievt. J.K. Poole 1940 657.5 
1952 end Lieut. F.D. Jacques (Res. ) 1940 1024. 
BOMBERS! MATCH 
1925 1st Lieut. E.E. Harmon (Pilot) 1600 1472. 
lst Lieut. Harold L. Georze (Egmber) 
1927 ist Lieut. W. he Larson (Pilot) 1600 1519. 
end Lieut. H.C. King (Bomber) 
1923 Ist Lieut. J.¥, Whitely (Filot) . 1600 1537, 
Ist Lieut. Wn. iM. Lenagan (Bomber): . 
1e9 end biewt. Mi, Buraside (Pilot) 2600 1867. 
end Lieut. A.H. Johnson (Bomber) 
1930 end. Lieut. Cliziord ?. Barton (ilot) 2000 1756. 
end Lieut. A.B. Duke (3omber) 
1931 ist Lieut. Robert T. Cronau (Filot) 2000 1894. 
end Lieut. Merrill D. Burnside (Bomber) 
1932 2nd Lieut. Tm. B. Offutt (Pilot) ; 
; oa iesTliey 2009 1932. 
end Licut. Joseosh J. Ladd (Bomber) 
BOMBSRS' MATCH (Lichter-than-Air) 
1926 1st Lieut. A.I. Puryear £00 776. 


With the yocent promotion of lst Lieuts. Harold 


vation Section 


eT 


---000--~ 


. Moore (fastructor, Obser- 


QOdas Moon (Instructor in Bombardment), and John A. Lairc (Tost 


Exchange Officer), the number of Captains on duty at the Advanced Flyin,; School, 
Kelly Fielc, Texas, was increased to 18. 
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LANDSCAPING AT WHEELER FIELD 
EVinAL issues ago, says the Wneeler Field Correspondent, ve made note of | 
the landscape of the nei quarters at Wheeler Fielad. We give you here- 
} with a full re»vort: 

Where some 70 nev’ concrete houses stood oleakly early this spring 
amid the bare red dirt »vlains of Wheeler Field, young trees and more 
than 5,000 snurubds on well-kept sreen lawns now.surround these same houses. The 
result is largely duwe to the efforts of Castain Donald G. Stitt, Air Corps, who 
is in char.je of the work and vho previously had charge of the landscape garden- 
ing of the Air Corns quarters at Fort Sill and at March Field. 

Knowing Captain Stitt's exnerience, Major Ernest Clark, commanding the 
18th Pursuit Grovp, assigned him in charge of lendscaning at the very beginning 
of the Air Corps occupancy of their new areas at Wheeler Field, which include 
not only 72 sets of officers' quarters and 44 sets of noncommissioned officers! 
quarters, but also the new hangar and shop area. Tne grass lavms were planted 
by the contractors prior to the acceptance oi the wtuildings by the government. 
Trees, shrubs and flowers, however, were totally laecicing when the tuildings 
were turned over. To remedy this, Caytain Stitt procured from the Territorial 











ec 
Department of Agriculture and the Havaiian Sugar Planters! Asscciation some se 
2500 shrubs and young trees. These were set out, tosether with an equal number 
raised in the Wheeler Field nursery. Five thousand are nov on hand in the nur- Ce 
sery, for use in planting new areas and in repaying the Territory and the ai 
Havaiian Sugar Flanters' Association for shrubs obtained from them. 0: 
About 55 various shrubs have been put around each set of officers’ quarters, or 
A general scheme of planting was followed, to insure a harmonious effect, yet ¥] 
suificient variation was made to give each set of querters an individuality of of 
its om. Amon; flowering trees, the peltosperum, with its yellow spikes of ? 
flowers; the cassias of difverent variety and color; the blue flowering jacaran- ai 
da; the purple blooming baxhinia; the tvlin and the poinciana were used freely. 
In addition, three or four fruit trees were planted for each set of quarters, in- ™ 
cluding alligator pears, manzos and fizs. £ 
Macadamia mut trees are also bein; raisec in the fursery. Captain Stitt ai 
transplants his younz trees from small cens to those of gailon size, in which » 
they can be raised until older than the seedlings usually put in the ground in E 
their permanent location. The larger seedling trees, when set out, are less 4: 
liable to injury than tie smaller ones taken directly from the little cans. Df 
The plantinz work on the officers' and noncommissioned officers! residential S: 
areas consumea three months. Work on planting around the hangars and barracks D: 
will not be undertaken until the mildings are ready for occupancy, largely be- Ss 


cause of the difficulty in watering and culture of the plants. However, with 
the necessary plonts ready at hand, the actual vlanting will be quicker than in i) 
the case of the areas already commleted, where shrubs and trees had to be raised W 
or procured from outside sources. E 

Some difficulty was exnerienced at first because house occupants desired to A 
obtain immediate effect and set out in a nit-or-miss fashion plants they had ov- C 
tained individually. This has been corrected, however, and as the systematic 
landscaping progressed the effect resulted in great satisfaction to Whecler 
Field residents. 

—--0008—— 
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FIELD EXERCISES AT SSLFRIDGE FIELD 


With a view of determining the feasibility of Pursuit Organizations mov8ng 
into the Yicld and operating for a short period oi time without the assistance 
of motor trucks or other ground transportation, a series of problems are bein? 
conducted in this command. ‘ 

On Sept. 2ord, the 17th Pursv.it Sqiadron, with 20 »ilots, flew to Harbor 
Beach, Mich., 85 iniles north of the field on Lake Faron. Forty-one men and all 
the necessary supplies for pitching camo were carried by four transvorts to 
Harbor Beach. Fyramidal tents were used exclusively, and it was determined that 
e@ight men could occupy these tents without undue crowding. It was necessary for 
the transports to make severel trizs, tut it was well established that eight or 
ten transports could carry all necessary suzplies and mechanics for a Pursuit 
Squadron. Three meals were prepared in the field. 


. On September c4th, the Squadron fler across Saginaw Bay to Oscoda, where 
they engaged in combat firing, returning thereafter to their base at Harbor 
ach, It is believed that 40 men woula be sufficient for a few days! operation, v 
but for a period of two weeks or more it would be necessary to double that fisure. | I 
It is planed to send each squadroa to various points to establish camp with © 
a view tq havin. a Grown camp at a later date. 4 | 
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GRALTUATION OF STUDENTS FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCEOOL 


CTOBER 14th was tentatively set for graduating the present class at the 
Air Corns Advenced Flying School, which is the fourteenth class that has 
deen trained under Plan "3B," viz; eight months at the Friuary Flying 
School and four months at the Advanced Flyinz School. Of the 107 stu- 
dents who are scneduled to receive their caiplomas as full flecged avia- 
tors, the rating of "Airplane Filot" and the much coveted wing insignia, 45 are 
commissioned officers of other branches of the Regular military establishment, 
who will ove eventually transferred to the Air Corpys; one is an officer ov the 
Guatemelan Army, 56 are civiliaus training: under the status of Flyinz Cadet, and 
5 are enlistea men of the Air Corps who, vhile underzoing training, retained 
their status as noncoumissioned officers. It may be stated, incidentally, that 
hereafter, under the new Air Corps policy, all enlisted students will uncer;o 
their flying training under the status of Flying Cadet, the same as civilian stu- 
dents. The civilian and enlisted students in this cless will be commissioned end 
Lieutenants, Air Reserve. Only the civilian graduates will be placed on extended 
active duty with Air Corps organizations. None of the enlisted graduates accept- 
ed active duty under their Reserve commissions, for this would have made it neces- 
sary for them to relinquish their noncomaissioned status in the Air Corns. 

Tais class was the first one to begin training at the new Air Corps Training 
Center at Randolwh Field, anu it reaped the benefits of the superior facilities 
afforded at this ideal flying school. All of the student officers are graduates 
of the United States Military Academy, West Foint, I.Y., Class of 19431, except 
end Lieut. Charles T. Arnett, who graduated in 1929, With the graduation of 
Flying Cadet Carl Homer Eeker, the Air Corps will be represented by two officers 
of that name, this young man beinz the brother of Cantain Ira C. Haker, veteran 
Ariny pilot. One of California's native sons, Cadet Dolvh E. Muehleisen, Univer- 
sity of California graduate, has mede a name for himself in the tennis world. 

According to the Kelly Field Corresnxondent, the class finished its ground 
scnool instruction on Sentember 26th, after which the maintenance cross-country 
flights were scheduled, tentatively, pending approval of itinerary. Bombardment 
students were to meke two flights, the first scheduled for Sent. c8th, and the 
secend for Octover Sth, with the following itinerary: Kelly Field to Dallas, to 
il Faso via Midland, and return to Kelly Field via Marfa, Texas. The scheduled 
itinerary for the Observation Section, also divided in two sections, was: Sept. 
e8th, lst flicht; October Sth, Gnd flight - Kelly Field to Fort Sill, Qz-la., via 
San Angelo; to El Faso, via Lubbock, and return to Kelly Field, via Marfa and 
Dryden, Texas. The Attack students were to compose one flight, departing on 
Sept. é0th from Kelly Field to Dallas; to Hl Paso via Fort Worth, Sweetwater, 
Carlsbad; and return to Kelly Fielc. The Pursuit Section, also to be divided 
into two flights, the first departing Sept. 30th and the second October 7th, 
were to proceed fiom Kelly Fiela to Fort Sill, via Dallas and Muskogee; then to 
El Paso, the first flight via Iuwbboclk and Midland and the second flight via 
Anarillo and Roewell, both returning to Kelly Field via Marfa, Dryden and Fort 
Clark, 

The student officers,scheduled to graduate October 14th, are listed velov: 

. Second Lieutenants 














Arnett, Charles T. Eaton, Robert E.L. Miller, Paul G. 
Arnold, Milton 7. Feagin, John A. Mooney, Henry K. 
Beebe, Royden B., Jr. Falton, Rovert F. Moore, Ernest 
Bell, William J. Gordon, John C. Motherwell, David 1. 
Blake, Gordon dA. Griffith, Russell H. Muenther, Hilbert F. 
Bovman, Wendell V. Guenther, Louis A. Skeldon, John R. 
Callahan, Daniel }. Hartman, George F. Smart, Jacob E. 
Carlmarx, Carl W. Helms, John T. Strother, Dean C, 
Carlson, Gunnard 7. - Hockenberry, Earle W. Stunkard, Robert A. 
Carroll, Joseph F. Hutchison, David W. Timberlake, Edward J. 
Danberg, Carl F, Kerwin, Arthur R.., Jr. Williams, Gerald £. 
Densford, Charles F. Kunish, Lester L. Williams, Hoyt 3D. 
Dougher, Charles 3B, Lee, Robert M. Wise, Richard H. 
Duffy, Marcellus Lester, Raymond T. Yates, Donald @. 
McVea, A.hh. Young, Millard C. 


War Department orders recently issued assicned the above named officers to 
various Aix Corps stations, as follows: To Brooks Field, Texas - 2nd Lt. Joh A. 
Feagin; To March Field, Calif.- 2nd Lts. Wendell W. Bowman and John T. Helms; To 
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Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La.; 2nd Lts. Blake, Carlson, Kerwin, Kunish, Lee, 


Mooney, Moore, Motherwell, Strother and Arnold; To Hawaiion Department - 2nd Lts | 


Beebe, Carlmark, Carroll, Densford, Dougher, Eaton, Gordon, Griffith, Guenther, 
Muenter, Skeldon, Stunkard, Timberlake, Williams (Gerald E.), Wise and Yates; % 
Panama Canal Department.- end Lis. Damberg, Fuiton, Miller, Arnett, Bell, Smart, 


Callahan, Duffy, Hartman, Hockenberry, Hutchison, Lester, McVea, Hoyt D.Willians, | 


Young. 


Tne Flying Cadets who, upon graduation, will be assigned to extended active 
duty under their reserve commissions, are: 


Amorous, Willian W. 
Bird, A.Jd., dre 
Bogen, Willian L. 
Caldara, Joseph D. 
Claassen, Clayton B. 
Collier, Claire 3. 
Combest, William L. 
Cooper, Marcas F, 
Corley, Quinn M. 
Cowins, Charles A. 
Crutcner, Harry, Jr. 
Darnell, Cecil 
Dittrich, Charles KM. 
Doole, George A., Jr. 
Ducrest, James R. 
Eaxer, Carl Homer 
Eisenmann, Sanuel B. 
Fator, Jephtha VT. 
Flower, Scott, Jr. 


Ford, Vincent 

Furlow, James W. 

Gavin, Edward M, 
Gebelin, John, Jr. 
Gephart, Laurel J. 
Glasgow, Marvin C. 
Halvorson, Lars 

Harmon, Harold D. 
Harris, Lester S. 
Henderson, Richard W. 
Hutchinson, Donald R. 
Johnson, Earl D. 

Joyce, Hdvwin A. 

Kelley, Joseph J. 
Kleinoeder, Leonard f. 
Lesesne, Charles H. ,Jr. 
Manchester,Horace H.,Jr. 
Miller, Clark lL. 
Meyers, Frank N. 


Muchleisen, Dolph E. 
O'Hara, Byron G. 
Oppenheim, Russell I. 
Fettigrew, Bruce C. 
Plumer, Everett C. 
Renshaw, Harry N. 
Rogers, Craven C. 
Rutherford, Stuart E. 
Shedd, Morris H. 
Sindo, William J. 
Skaer, Arthur H., Jr. 
Stophlet, Richard B. 
Stouff, Charles W. 
Sveetser, Iuther W.,Jr. 
Tibbs, Orville 
Vavrina, Richard F. 
Wackwitz, Donald WN. 
Wood, Clyde H., Jr. 


The enlisted graduates who will resume their duties with Air Corps organi- 
zations under their noncommissioned grades, but with a flying rating to their 
crecit and a commission as end Lieut. in the Air Reserve, are: 


Staff Sst. Charles C. Cunning 
Ancel L. Lovvorn 


Steff Sst. 
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Staff Sst. Arthur Hanson 
Tech. Sct. Raymond A. Stockwell. 


MORE CAFTAINS FOR THE AIR CORPS 


It is assumed that,for some time to come, at least 17 Air Corps officers 
will no longer participate in the popular indoor sport of closely scannin; the 
promotion list end indulging in dubious speculations as to when the time will 
come when they can add another silver bar to their insignia of rank or rub the 


gold off the solitary bar they will still continue to wear. 


War Department or- 


ders recently issued announced the promotion of 17 Air Corps officers - 12 to 


the rank of Castain and 5 to that of lst Lieutenant, all with rank as of October 
Those promoted to Captain are: lst Lieuts. Harold F. Rouse, Thomas L. 


1, 1902. 


Gilbert, James D, Givens, William C. Farnum, Charles M. Cummings, William 
Turnbull, Joseph W. Benson, Frederick D. Lynch, James A. Woodruff, Lester J. 


Maitland, William W. Welsh and Arthur I. Ennis. 


The second lieutenants promoted 


are Herbert C. Lichtenberger, Arthur J. Lehman, Oscar F. Carlson, George E. 


Henry and Richard D. Reeve. 
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Albrook Field was the scene of the first parachute activity in Panama for 


many years. 


Five parachute men from the Parachute Department, France Field, 


packed their 'chutes on the Atlantic coast and traveled by air to the Pacific 


shore to perform the jumps. "It is believed," says the News Letter Corresvondent, 


"that this is the first time paracimte jumps were accomplished at the end of a 


transcontinental flight." 
the honor of bein; 


To Corporal H.G. Stollard, 63d Service Squadron, goes 
he first man to make a parachute landing on Albrook Field. 


He was followed by Privates John C. Sherer, Henry H. Bivb, Harold McCaw, George 


W. McLain, Jr., 


Parachute Officer, France Field. 


spotting. 


A new class of students from the Primary Flyin; School, Randolph Field,con- | 
sisting of 3 officers, 87 flying cadets and 
or advanced training on October 10th. 


Field 


— 
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Mr. S@t.JuTius A. Kolb | 
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The airplane, a Ford C9, was piloted by 2nd Lieut. F.H.Smith,Jr! 
Master Sgt. Wilson was charged with the 
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ATRMEN LOCATE PARTY LOST IN HAWAIIAN MOUNTAINS 


GOLDEN onuortunity for hedge-honvers presented itself early in August 
vhen a hurry call for assistence in locating a lost Infantry party 
came in at Wheeler Field, T.H. As part of their training program, 
several officers and men were crossing the formidable Koolau Range. 
After they had been overcue many hours, the help of the Air Corps was 
requested, sy tho time the original lost, party had been located, two more, which 
had been sent out to rescue it, were reported lost. The search by air went on 
sporadically for several days, the airmen being rendered almost helpless at 
times by the clouds and mist which hovered contimaously over the Koolau Range. 
That the Air Corps did materially aid in the rescue vork and that their efforts 
were appreciatea was evidenced by the letter of comnendation written by the 
Infantry and forwarded to the officers who flew on these missions. 

Mejor J.P. Vachon, 19th infantry, Schofield Barracks, T.H., addressed the 
following letter to the Comuanding Officer, Wheeler Field: 

"The party of the 19th Infantry which crossed the Koolau Range via undefined 
trails from July 29th to August lst, 19432, wishes to express their appreciation 
of the efforts of the Air Corps to locate them when they were unduly delayed. 

The exploits of the Squadrons during the Army and Navy maneuvers aroused our 
enthusiasm Yor the air service, but the personal risks taken by individual: avia- 
tors in flying through the clouds, over the mountains, and in gulches without 
visibility, stinmlated our party to greater efforts in moving with observation to 
and from gulches, and thereby placed it in a favorable position when the sun ap- 
peared on the morning of August lst. On this date, the airplanes were directly 
over the members of the party still in a pocket and were first to report their 
location. 

It is requested that this be commmicated to the individuals concerned." 

Those who participated in the search by air were Lieuts. Sloan, Cray, Fink, 
Rodieck and Stribling, pilots; Lieuts. Woodbury and Napier, observers. 

---000--= 





96TH SQUADROW BOMBER CHRISTENED AT PITTSBURGH 


Captain J.F. Richter, Commanding Officer of the 96th Bombardment Squadron, 
langley Field, Ya., led a flight of nine Keystone Bombers to Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
Saturday, Sept. 17th, where the Squadron participated in the christening of one 
of their bombers, "The Fittsorzher." 

The Squadron took off at 3:00 a.m., in javelin formation, which was later 
changed to a clover leaf which proved more comfortable for a lon;; trip. After 
battling a strong head wind for four hours, the Squedron landed at the Allegheny 
County Airport. Somber #157, the one to be christened, was placed right in the 
middle of the line and in front of the eneaker's stand. , 

At 4:45 uu.m., the ceremonies got under way. County Commissioner C.C. 
McGovern, in a short address, welcomed the Squadron to the airport. Captain 
Robert Olds, 2nd Dombardnent Growp Operations Officer, presented Bomber 7167 to 
Thomas Dunn, President of the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce. Janice Basley, 
twomyear old daughter of Holsey R. Bazely, director of the Airnort, christened the 
ship "The Fittsburgher," in a very charming manner, making a worthy sponsor. 

With the christening ceremonies completed, the Squadron took off, flew over 
the city, and staged a mimic attack on the bridges leading into Pittsturgh. After 
theoretically demolishing the bridges, the Squadron flew back to the airport and 
indulged in tactical formations for a 30-minute period. A dance in honor oz the 
Squadron at the Fenn McKee Hotel proved a huge success. 

At 1:45 p.m., Sunday, the 96th headed for home and, after circling the field 
for 15 minutes, headed for Lengley Field, makin;; the trip in the vine time of 
three hours and forty minutes. 

The following officers made the flight: Captains Richter, Olds, Iundberg, 
Col. Cooper, M.C., Liewts. Bisson, Cuno, Hillery, McDerment, Riley, DeLong, Young, 
Kilpatrick, Montgomery, Horvath, Ryan, Ladd, Patrici, Sprunger, Powers and 
Waddell, Nine enlisted mechanics accompanied the flight. 

Just prior to the christenin:: flight, Captain Richter received a letter which 
goes to show another of the many and varied uses in which Bomoardment Aviation 
can be employed. This letter was coried vertatim, excevt that names of places 

"412 : W644, A.C. 








and persons were omitted for the protection of lir. who wrote tie letter, 
and which reads as follows: 
"Pittsburgh, Pa. 
To Colonel of Capt., 
96th Bomb. Sodn. 
Langley Fielac, Ve. 

Honorable Sir:- I see by today issue of a daily payer called tne Post Gazette 
you are going; to come this vay for maneuvers. Now listen, in case you get this 
in time, I will give you a chance to do some actual bombing. If you want to bloy 
some moonshiners out of a hollow and blow a ledge of rock out = go to 








County, XC, and on River look at maps and see 6 mi run (ledge of rocks 
at corner of hill) and up about half mile is _creek, (moonshiaers) Above 
that is Hill - also look for Hill. These shiners are there 


for over four years. I was driven off land or be shot. Am part ovwmer of land, 
so ¢0 to it. 
P.S. io use to say see the regular authorities. Should be bombed after 5 
F.M. 2 or more 500 gal. stills. Get busy. 
Sisned . 
---000——= 





AUTI AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY INCAMP AT SCOTT FIELD 


Reversin, the former practice of Air Corps organizations proceeding to mil- 
itary posts occupied by troops of other branches of the service for the pur ose 
of conducting tactical problems, the 6lst Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) Resi- 
ment, comprising 15 officers, 242 enlisted men and 55 motor vehicles, under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel J.A. Green,recently moved to Scott Field, I1l., where, 
until Octover 20th, in cooperation vith the 15th Observation Squadron, it will 
engage in searchlight drills and other maneuvers. The practice drills at Scott 
Field will not include firing, but there vill be contests between the aircraft 
and artillery searchlishts. A field of operations in the form of a triangle has 
been selected, the points of the triangle being Lebanon, Freeburg and Okarville. 
The planes will try to reach Lebanon from Freeburg and Okawville without being 
detected by the searchlights. The lights have a range of five miles, and each 
has a candle-power of eight hundred million. 





The Glst Cocst Artillery Regiment, which is stationed at Fort Sheridan, I11., 


marched to Scott Field via Chanite Field, Ill., and Effingham, I11l., -malinz over- 
night stovs at these tc »,cints. While at Scott Field the Regiment is quartered 
in tents in the area east of the airship hangar. Arrongements for this unusual 
cooperative training session at an Air Corps station were made by Major-General 
Frank Parker, Commanding the 6th Corps Area; Colonel John A. Paegelow, Commanding 
Officer of Scott Field, and Lieut.-Colonel J A. Green. 

---000--—~ 


CEANUTE FIELD PILOT 2#COMES RED~ PARED 


According to the Chanute Field Corresyondent, uron the occasion of a landing 
at Bolling Field, D.C., recently, Lieut. George W. Goddard, Director of Photogra- 
phy at the Air Corps Technical School, who hes long been know as a hot pilot and 
a hotter photographer throughout the Air Corps and in other professional circles, 
attained such a tem-erature that he himself reached the ignition point and caught 
fire. Opinions vary as to whether he became too heated over a photogravhic con- 
sideration and reached the flash point or whether he vas making a hotter landing 
than usual, t any rate, upon rolling across the field, Lieut. Goddard noticed 
avery great increase in the temperature and benevolently blamed it on the humid- 
ity. However, when the extreme heat began to center around his head, he decided 
somethin; shoula be done about it, so he removed his helmet to cool off. Much to 
his astonishment, as well as to his deep personal chagrin, he found his right ear 
on fire! 

Soon the Bolling Field Fire Department had functioned successfully and natu- 
ral excitement had subsided, While Lieut. Goddard rubbinzly surveyed the blister- 
ing ruins of his ear, it was found and decided, without the services of a Board 
of Officers, that when the pilot had umied his engine, in coming in for the 
landing, a.stream of sparks from the exhaust had slipped under his helmet, setting 
on fire the pad of cotton around his ear. 
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RADIO EXPERIMENTS IN HAWAII 


Licut.-Col. G.c. Brant, Commanding the 18th Composite Wing, recently acconm- 
anied a Naval air reconnaissance flight to French Frigate Shoals, passing over 
he Islands of Kauai, Niihau, Nihoa and Necker ~ approximately 500 miles - en- 

tirely over water. ‘the flight departed from Pearl Eartor 7:00 a.m., and arrived 
at French Frigate Shoals at 1:30 p.m. the same dey. ‘he flight consisted of six 
Navy seaplanes, and the return flizht wes made three days later, departing from 
Frigate Snoals at 7:00 a.m., arriving at Pearl Harvoor 2:50 p.m. 

An interesting exveriment was carried out in connection with this Tflisht. 
The Communications Section of the Wing was anxious to know just how far away a 
possible enemy might be located by radio, so the Navy flight was carefully fol- 
lowed as they proceeded from Gahu. ‘The Navy had a string of destroyers and sud 
chasers along the line of flight, and their planes were constantly checking in 
to these dy radio, so that it was an easy matter for the Air Corps operators to 
log their flight. It was found perfectly feasible to intercept messages from 
these planes at the furthermost position of their flight, or some 500 miles from 
the coast of Oahu. 


----000-—~ 
2ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP AT THE NATIONAL AIR RACES 


The 2nd Eombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., was represented in the recent 
National Air Races at Cleveland, Ohio, by a B6A type ship from each tactical or- 
ganization. Officers making the trip included Cayt. Robert Olds, Group Opera- 
tions Officer, who led the Fiisht of four Keystone Eombers; Capt. J.P. Richter, 
Comuandins 96th Bomb. Sqdn.; Capt. E.i,. Eubanks, Commanding 49th Bomb. Sadn.; Lt. 
W.G. Bowyer, Group Supply Officer; Lt. J.P. Ryan, Squadron Armament Officer; Lt. 
L.S. Kuter, 4Sth Sqdn. Operatious Officer; Capt. 2.1. Cronau, Commanding the 
e0th Bomb. Sodn., and Lt. R.J. O'Keefe, Asst. Sqdn. Engineering Officer, 20th 
Bomd. Sqdn. ~ 

Full advantage was taken of the opportunities to secure joint training with 
the 17th Pursuit Sqdn. of Selfridge Field, under Capt. R.G. Hoyt, and each day a 
series of problems involving search, attack and defense were arranged and flown 
in the vicinity of Cleveland. In addition, the three Squadron Bombers executed 
a series of formation maneuvers each night over the Mimicipal Airport and over 
Cleveland, with the words ARMY AIR CORES outlined in electric lights under the. 
three lower wings of the formation. Radio control of the night formation was in- 
jected into the problems after a remote transmitter had been rigged through the 
Municipal Airport station WWO to the race grandstand. 

Comfortable accommodations and sufficient transportation were furnished by 
the Race Committee for all “Army personnel attending in official capacities. The 
many and varied events on the daily programs were intensely interesting, bus 
from our viewpoint it was highly gratifying to see Jimsie Haislip and Jimmie 
Doolittle, two former Air Corps pilots, carrying off first honors in the two 
major events of the 1932 National Air Races. ress 
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FLYING CADET JOINS CATSRETLLAR CLUB / 


On Sept. 20th, Flying Cadet Frank A. McDermott became a member of the Cater- 
pillar Club when he fell from a plane near Airport City, while practicing slow 
rolls under the instruction of Lieut. Armstrong. While doing a slow roll, he 
suddenly found himself falling through space, mede a wild grab for his rip cord, 
pulled it and found his downward flight checked. His ‘chute carried him dom 
safely, and Lieut. Armstrong, who had landed nearby, found Cadet McDermott unin- 
Jured and ready to resume work. 

Tiis is the third student to be initiated in the Caterpillar Club since the 
opening of Randolph Field. 

--~000--— 


An extended avigation mission from.Langley Field, Va., to San Antonio, . Tex. 
was successfully completed recently with thé return of Lieuts. Harvey, Huglin an 
McAnulty to their home station. ‘These officers, members of the 49th Bomb.Sqdn., 
reported flying from Langley to San Antonio, via Pope and Cahdler Fields, in one 

y. The return trip was made via Fort Worth, Chanute Field and Dayton, While 
at Sean Antonio, the officers renewed old acquaintances at Brosks, Kelly and 
Randolph Fields. ‘They piloted the B-6A type Eombing plane. 

---000-—— 


In order to keep Army personnel trained in the latest flying methods develop 
ed, March Field has started a progressive system for the training of all pilots 
stationed at that field in instrument flying. A BI airplane has been equipped 
with the latest "blind flying" instruments available and has been assigned to the 
tactical units. 


---00.——— 


Capt. R. Vega Fuentes, Mexican Air Attache in London for the past four years, 
recently visited Randolph Field, landing in a Fairchild plane while enroute to 
Laredo and Mexico City. 
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WAR DEFARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To March Field, Calif.: Major Clarence L. Tinker from 
Mather Field; end Lt. Edwin §. Perrin from Mather Field. 

To Lanzley Field, Va.: lst Lts. John H. McCormick, Leroy M. Wolfe and Dale 
D. Fisher from the Philippines; Capt. Malcolm S. Lawton from Bolling Field. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.; end Li. Robert E.L. Choate from Hawaii. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: Capt. George L. Iundberg, from Langley Field, Va. 

To Rendolo.h Field, Texas: 2nd Lts. Frederick R. Dent, Jr. and Wm. E.Karnes 
from Hawaiian Dept. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 2nd Lt. Howard Moore from Hawaii. 

To Fort Crockett, Texas: end Lt. Pearl H. Robey from Hawaii. 

To Crissy Field, Calif.: 2nd Lt. Donald W. Armagost from Hawaii. 

To Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.: 2nd Lt. Don Z. Zimmerman from Hawaii. 

To Philippines: Capt. Philipps Melville from Langley Field; end Lt. Thomas 
W. Steed from Mitchel Field; 2ud Lt. Leslie 0. Peterson from Fort Crockett; end 
Lt. Austin A, Straubel from Rockwell Field. 


To Hawaii: lst Lt. Glenn 0. Bareus from Randolph Field; end Lts. Earle T: 
MacArthur, Jr., and Wa. M. Prince from Fort Crockett; 2nd Lts. John J. Morrow, 
from Mitchel Field; Russell Scott from Chanute Field; Stuart P. Wright, from 
Selfridge Field. 

DETAILED TO THE ATR CORPS, ané@ to Randolph Field, Tex., March 11,1933, for 
flying training: end Lts. Walter E. Kraus, Field Artillery; Charles F. Born, Cav, 

RESIGNATION; 2nd Lieut. Kenneth Clinton Brom. 
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CAPTAIN WOODWARD PASSES INTO THE GREAT BEYOND 


The recent death of Captain Fred E. Woodward, Air Corps, as the result of 
pneumoniae cohtracted while on a brief leave of absence froin the Materiel Division 
at Wright Field, Ohio, was a severe shock to his host of friends within and with- 
out the service. Cantain Woodward made friends wherever he went and was one of 
the test liked officérs in the Air Corps. Eis wassing is greatly mourned by 
everyone who lmew him. 


The deceased officer, who was approaching his fortieth birthday, was born 
at Rockford, Ill. He attended high school in that city for four years and was 4 
student at the Agricultural School at Milweukee, Wis., for two years. During the 
War, while a resident of Vero, Florida, he enlisted in the Aviation Section, Sig. 
Corps, August 30, 1917. 

Following his graduation from the Schovl of Military Aeronautics, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Ga., in November, 1917, he was sent to duty 
overseas, receiving flying instruction at several French schools and at the ; 
Aviation Instruction Center at Issoudun. Upon the completion of his flying train 
ing, he wes on duty with the lst Headquarters Flight at Chaumont, France, for |. 
about three months, and at the First Air Depot at Colombey Les Belles for a sim 
lar period. Returning to the United States in June, 1919, he remained at Mitchel 
Field until December, 1919, when he was transferred to the Primary Flyinz School 
at Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla. When this school was transferred to Brooks 
Field, Capt. Woodward went with it and remained at this field until January, 
1925, when he was transferred to Mitchel Field, N.Y. Four years later he was 
assigned to duty in the Haraiian Department, and just recently, when he complet- 
ed this tour of foreign service, he was assigned to the Materiel Division as 
Chief of the Administrative Branch. 


The profound sympathy of the Air Corps is extended to Mrs. Woodward and 
others near to him whom he left behind. 
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* AVIATION INTELLIGENCE Tist 


Five aviation executives and 5 employees went out to buy motors. The empl: 
ployees' names were Tom, Dick, Harry, Jack and Jim. Some of them bought gecond+ 
hand motors and some had aviation motors built in accordance with their special 
ideas, _They intcnded to use them for everything, from motorcycles to airplanes, 
#achn individual purchased a motor, furnishing as many horsepower as he paid ror 
the motor in dollars per horsepower. Each boss paid $405 more than the employee 
for his motor. Glen spent most of all; Donald spent over four times as much as 
Rube; Rube 9288 less than Ted; Phil's motor furnished 635 more horsepower than 
Tom's; Dick's motor furnished 48 more horsepower than Harry's; Dick spent $2912 
more than Jack. FROBLEM ~~ Who did Jim work for? 


Answer in next issue. Not resvonsible for brainstorms incurred in attempt- 
ed solutions. Rules: Catch as Catch-Can, 138 pounds ringside and no more than 5 
sncils used, 4 to chew on and one to write with. No such answers allowed as 
_Jim doesntt work," or "Jim got fired." Keep your solutions to yourselves, We 
<now the answer and having doped it out are not interested in the mental agility 
of our fellovmen. 
*Note: Normal Army officer should solve problem within 35 minutes. 
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